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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 00335 122008Z 
ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO /015W 

122255Z 021463/61 

R 121918Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 621 1 
INFO USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS CARACAS 0335 

CU/ARA; USIA FOR IL A/EUBANK 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC VE 

SUB J : APPOINTMENT OF NEW MINISTER OF EDUCATION 

REF: CARACAS 0270-U 

1 . TRANSITION FROM MINISTER LUIS MANUEL PENAL VER TO THE NEW 
MINISTER OF EDUCATION CARLOS RAFAEL SILVA HAS BEEN VERY SMOOTH. 

MINISTER PENAL VER WILL RETURN TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES FOR 
THE STATE OF SUCRE IN REPRESENTATION OF HIS PARTY, ACCION 
DEMOCRATICA. MINISTER SILVA INDICATED THAT NO MAJOR POLICY 
CHANGES ARE BEING PLANNED AND THAT ALL COMPETENT PERSONNEL WOULD 
BE RETAINED. 

2. IN HIS PREVIOUS POSITION AS FIRST VICE PRESIDENT/MANAGER OF 

THE VENEZUELAN CENTRAL BANK. DR. SILVA COOPERATED CLOSELY WITH THE 
EMBASSY IN THE PROGRAMMING OF VOLUNTEER SPEAKER SIDNEY 
WEINTRAUB, WHO WILL BE IN CARACAS JANUARY 19-21. 
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